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Student 
devices:
round two

Let’s try this again ...

 �Summer jobs
 �Senior year tips
 �Uber safety
 �Athletes in training

‘Sturdier’ laptops 
replace tablets      
 with hopes of
     less issues 



friends with the owner, and it just started out with me helping, 
but eventually, it turned into a job and I really like it.”

Of course, summer jobs are not always all about the 
money. Junior Ben Payton spends part of his summers 
volunteering at the Indianapolis Zoo. “The best part 
of my job was getting to go behind the scenes and 
seeing all the things they have to do to take care of 
the animals,” he said. “I’m usually available and 

don’t have a lot to work on [during summer vacation], 
but during the school year, 
I know when I get home I 
have to still do homework and 
prepare for school. I volunteer 
because I want to apply for a 
job there, and [volunteering] 
will give me good credibility. 
I worked about seven hours 
a day because I helped with 
the kids’ camp, and that lasts 
a long time.”  Payton also 
added, “It kept me busy, and 
it helped ward off summer 
boredom.”

Many teens who worked 
summer jobs felt it was a very 
rewarding opportunity.

Wright said that he learned 
to be responsible because he 
constantly had other people’s 
lives in his hands working as 
a lifeguard. Franklin found 
that she learned a lot about 
communication at her job and 
said she hoped to use what she 
learned if she ever ended up 
working in retail again. And 

Payton said that he learned a lot about biological 
sciences, which is something that he wants to go 
into in the future.

Whether it was saving money for college, 
earning money to go to concerts, just trying to 
stay busy or working in the field of a potential 
career, working over the summer could turn out 
to be a positive experience. 

Franklin added, “At first, I just wanted to get 
the job for the money. I have to buy my own car, 
so I didn’t really care what I was doing, as long 

as I was making money. But now, I really enjoy working, and I know 
how nice it is to have money and a job that I can learn things in.”

Story by Anu Nattam
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Dog days or work days? 
Students share summer job experiences

When the word “summer” comes to mind, many people 
think of relaxing or hanging out by the pool -- but very 
rarely do teenager’s minds think “work.” However, 
many high school students choose to be employed 
over the summer. It could be because they think it’s 
a good way to get money, but there are also people 
who do it simply to occupy themselves during the 
two months of vacation, or because they want to 
gain experience in fields that they want to go into in 
the future. 

According to bls.gov, in the 
summer of 2015, employment of 
high school and college students 
increased by 2.7 million people, or 
13.5%. The labor force also reported 
that every year, the employment 
of people aged 16 to 24 heavily 
increases between April and July, 
as teens rush to find summer jobs. 

Junior Derek Wright, for 
example, worked at Splash Island 
this summer. “I’m a lifeguard and 
I like it because you have to take 
action whenever you need to, and 
if any one is in trouble, I can step 
in and help them. People think it 
can get boring, but when you’re 
focusing so much, you don’t really 
notice how fast the time goes by,” 
said Wright. “Working over the 
summer is good because you get a 
lot of experience, and you also get 
money. However, it takes up a lot 
of your free time. Still, I’d rather 
work over the summer rather than 
the school year, because you have 
a lot more time to work and make more money. 
We have seasonal jobs where I work, and with 
seasonal jobs, you can work 40 hours a week, 
where year-round people can only work 28 
hours. So, you can have a lot more income that 
way.” Although Wright didn’t work the whole 40 
hours that he was allowed, he still thought that it 
was a good perk of the job. 

Sophomore Alyssa Franklin agreed with 
Wright. “I work at Kids-go-Round and I think 
it’s a great job because it is not very difficult and 
it’s kind of fun. It’s also laid back and I get money,” she said. “It is nice 
because I have money to do things like go to concerts, but sometimes I 
have to work when I could have been doing something else. My mom is 

Summer Job Facts
•  July is the peak time for teenage employment

•  27% of employed youth work in the leisure and hospitality industry, which 
includes food services 

Sources: forbes.com, bls.govQS August 2016
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Derek Wright, 11
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Alyssa Franklin, 10

Ben Payton, 11
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Source:  Student poll,100 students, 5/16 by Anu Natt
am

Do you 
have a 

summer 
job?

Yes: 60%
No: 40%

•  According to forbes.com, the ten best jobs for teens are camp 
counselors, golf caddies, retail sale jobs, food jobs, internships, lifeguards, 
nannies, housekeeping, landscaping and tutoring

•  In July of 2015, 20.3 million people aged 16 to 24 were employed
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From the age of eight, sophomore 
Abby Moyers knew that she wanted 
to be involved with theater arts 
-- so she jumped in, in a big way. 
She’s not only involved in school 
productions, but she also performs 
at The Biz musical academy in 
Avon. 

Known as the “original Biz 
kid” by family, friends and fellow 
actors,  Moyers has been in several 
productions including The Lion 
King. It all started when she joined 
the academy after hearing about 
it from Clark’s Creek Elementary 
teacher Jeff VanParis -- who is also 
a director at The Biz. 

This past summer she completed 
her 21st production, Jesus Christ 
Superstar,  which took place at Footlite Musicals in downtown 
Indianapolis. 

“She’s one of their staple people; she’s been in everything 
they’ve ever had, whether it be backstage or on stage,” said 
junior Gabby Carter, friend of Moyers and a part of the 
academy’s chorus. “Everyone there loves her.”

Fellow Biz member senior Thomas Whitcomb agreed: 
“Abby is a very hard worker and is one of the few people I’ve 
met who puts all of their passion into their craft,” he said. “I 
enjoy working with her very much.”

For the thrill of performing in front of an audience, much 
work goes on beforehand behind the scenes. Moyers explained, 
“Theater is a lot of hard work, and if you don’t have the right 
attitude during the whole process, the outcome won’t be what 

A voice like no other
Junior Abby Moyers showcases her talent on stage

you want it to be.” She added that 
having the right attitude and work 
ethic can easily help a person create 
something he or she is proud of. 
However, sometimes despite the 
efforts of everyone, the shows don’t 
always go smoothly.

“I’ve been in situations where, in 
the middle of the show, someone will 
be crossing backstage and trip over a 
wire and the lights go out on stage. 
I’ve forgotten a line or two, but most 
of the time, you pick it right back up 
and the audience never notices,” said 
Moyers. “The biggest malfunction 
I’ve experienced was in a production 
in which we had an eight foot 
platform with about 14 people on it – 
myself included – and in the middle 

of the show, it collapsed. No one was hurt though.”
Through her musical journey, Moyers said that being involved 

with theater has helped her keep and create new relationships 
with people she meets. 

“In theater, you really have to trust the people you’re working 
with, and I think I carry that trust out to people who are my 
friends not involved in theater,” said Moyers. 

She added that a lot of her relationships have come through 
the academy, making it a big part of her life. It has shaped her 
into the person she is today. 

Moyers advice to anyone interested in joining theater arts is 
to “have an open mind, try everything, and work as hard as you 
can.”

Story by Chase Cupples

Photos courtesy of Abby Moyers



stand out among other schools. “Part of 
having a successful school is students 
coming to school every day -- but for most 
kids, having the person or the program at 
Plainfield that they connect with, that they 
are interested in [that’s what makes school 
click for them] -- whether it’s journalism, 
theater, engineering, music, or sports,” said 
Schwanekamp. 

Many students, including sophomore 
Taylor Faukenberg feel that one of the 
best parts about Plainfield is the teachers. 
“I like the teachers a lot. They’re all really 
nice and they know how to teach well,” said 
Faukenberg.

An important job of a high school is to ready its students for their 
futures. Brejcha said that PHS has helped him be more prepared for 
“standardized tests and things like that, that they’ve been emphasizing 
for years.” He added, “Teachers have always done lots of work trying 
to get us ready for any sort of college preparation.”

Earning Four Star status is impressive, but that does not mean there 
is a pause in the quest for continued improvement. “Our teachers do 
professional development, they learn from each other, but we also send 
them to go learn from experts in their field and experts in pedagogy 
and learning how to teach,” said Schwanekamp. “Another piece of that 
is their willingness to embrace technology and learn new things and 
always kind of pushing that envelope of  not being content.” 

Story by Gaten Hardwick

Once again, Plainfield 
High School has been 
awarded Four Star status 
from the state of Indiana.  
According to the Indiana 
Department of Education 
website, “In order to achieve 
this designation, a school 
must be in the top 25th 
percentile of schools in two 
ISTEP-based categories. 
Additionally, a qualifying 
school must have earned the 
highest designation in the 
state’s accountability system 
and be accredited by the Indiana Department of Education.”

A total of 287 schools received Four Star status throughout the state  
-- but only six districts received Four Star status for every school in 
their district -- and Plainfield is among those six.

Senior Jacob Brejcha said he was not surprised about the honor. “I 
think our school board does a really good job of emphasizing the quality 
of education here and making sure that we have the best teachers and 
the best work ethic with those teachers and the teachers that do their 
best working with the students,” said Brejcha. 

Assistant Principal Brent Schwanekamp agreed:  “I think part of 
the education process is having great teachers, teachers who care about 
kids, teachers who focus on forming relationships.” 

Making connections with students is one thing that makes Plainfield 

4   News   

Much like last year, 
students will start the 
school year with a 
new addition to their 
academic lives. All 
students will make the 

transition to new and improved 
devices in hopes of making the 

learning experience a little easier.
The new devices are supposed to be 

similar to the devices that teachers had last 
year -- and much sturdier than the student 
tablets of last year.  

“I think everyone will like the new student device,” said science 
teacher Susan Ritter, who worked with the Technology Department 
last year as they implemented the new technology. “It is a laptop, not 
a tablet; it doesn’t detach. It has a bigger hard drive that should give 
everyone more storage space. ‘Heavy duty’ and ‘durable’ are great 
descriptive words for the new device. It will not come with a stylus, 
because any stylus -- no batteries required--will work. After trying out 
the new laptop, we found just using your finger on the screen works 

very well. Best of all, it has a different 
type of charger. These will cut down on 

Tech transition 
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Students switch to new devices 

Four Star status

many of the current issues. However, students will still need to handle 
the device with responsibility and respect.”   

After numerous issues with the tablets last year, the choice to 
switch devices seemed like an easy one. Members of the Student Tech 
Department expressed they saw a lot of issues with broken screens, 
styluses not working and problems with charging ports -- issues that 
will hopefully be eliminated with the new devices. “Last year, we 
had a lot of issues with them. This year, I feel in the case of chargers, 
it’s going to be a lot better. They were just phone chargers and it was 
supporting a tablet, [so] a lot of them died,” said junior Seth Santiago. 

The new devices should bring many benefits to students and their 
academic careers. “They’re actual laptops, they’re not tablets,” said 
Santiago. “They have better internal hardware. I’m sure there are going 
to be some problems, but I feel like they’re going to be easier to handle 
or less frequent,” said Santiago. 

Though the transition to a new device might be somewhat challenging 
for students, the hope is that using technology in the high school 
classroom will prepare students for their future education and careers. 
“With devices, the sky is the limit,” said Ritter. “Students can create, 
learn and experience in ways not possible without technology.  Teachers 
can create new learning environments. The possibilities are endless.  I 
think we will continue to see new uses for the technology both in and 
out of the classroom.”     Story by Katelyn Stewart

      

All PCSC schools earn top state rank 



    “The final assignment in most of our senior English 
classes is the ‘Last Words Speech.’  The idea is for seniors 
to share any last thoughts, words of advice or funny or 

inspirational stories with their classmates.  
  The thing about senior year is that you are really busy 

all year getting ready for what is next: college, work, 
military service, etc.  All this planning happens while 
you are also taking challenging classes and trying 
to boost your class rank or GPA. During the year, I 
hear a lot of seniors say, ‘I can’t wait to get out of 
here.’ But, in those last speeches, their final words 
to their classmates are always about how fun it was. 
They talk about trying new things and meeting new 
people.  They laugh about dress-up days and video 
projects from freshman year. They talk about their 
teams, but not about their winning records. Instead, 
they reminisce about practices and bus rides.  
Sometimes they apologize for holding grudges or 

not being a better friend. Often, they thank each other 
for late-night study sessions, listening when they were 
stressed or worried and making school fun.  

   After listening to these speeches, my advice to 
seniors would be to enjoy this place while you are here.  

Take advantage of art classes and music instruction; you 
don’t often get those opportunities as an adult. Go to the 
ballgames, cheer for your friends and dress up on Spirit 
Days. Get to know as many of the people in your class as 

possible; you have more in common than you think. Try new 
things. Be good to each other. Treat the freshmen well; you 

know what it is like those first few weeks of high school and you will be 
there again in a few months when you are experiencing something new.  
Create great memories.”

“What I am 
most looking 
forward to in 
senior year 
is getting to 
spend one 
last year 
with all of my 
friends. I’m looking forward to 
college and just living it up while 
it lasts.” 

“Probably 
Dirt Day. My 
brother [has] 
been making 
me prepare 
for it since 
my freshman 
year, so I 
have a detailed plan of how 
everything’s going to go. If it gives 
you any hint, I’m driving to school 
in a Barbie jeep.”
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Tips, tricks to make the most of senior year
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Senior Prom: 4%

Senior “Dirt Day”: 10%
Graduation: 35%

Senior parking: 5%

Wise words

“I’m looking 
forward 
to just 
finishing 
up so 
that 

way, when 
I graduate,           

I can go on my scholarship 
to the college I want 
to go to. [I’m going to] 
Olney Central Illinois and 
majoring in nursing.”

Alyssa Hornaday, 12

“I am looking 
forward to 
just being a 
football senior 
and being 
able to do all 

the stuff that 
they’re allowed to 

do. Also, people almost looking 
up to me. [I’m scared,] but 
definitely excited to move on 
to the next chapter after senior 
year ends.” 

Jacob  Spray, 12

Liza Payton, English

What are you looking forward to most about senior year?
Senior exemptions: 46%

Lucas  Perry, 12Cadence  Blacklidge, 12

“I would say to find a good balance between 
working really hard and achieving good grades 
and pushing yourself. At the same time, take a 

little time to enjoy your senior year, [and] to enjoy 
spending time with your friends and family. There 

has to be a good balance. It’s important to achieve 
good things, but it’s important to enjoy your last 

year of high school.”
Jamie Nichols, Spanish

“Senioritis isn’t a thing until after Spring Break. 
Before then, it’s just called laziness.”

Brian Guth, math

“My advice would be to work very hard, but at the 
same time, be prepared to enjoy your final year 

here, get involved and make it the best year yet.”
Marci Davis, science

“Don’t procrastinate. If you procrastinate, you will 
create unnecessary stress that you don’t want.”

Stacy Sanford, English

Source:  Student poll, 100 students, 5/16 by Mason Burress

Senior Year Advice 
Helpful hints from senior teachers
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Wonder woman
Publications adviser ‘Mama Burr’ named 2017 PCSC Teacher of the Year

Frank Schubert once said, “Some people come into our lives, leave 
footprints on our hearts, and we are never the same.” Teachers have the 
ability to mold students lives into being who they are really supposed 
to be -- and one such teacher is the 2017 Plainfield Community School 
Corporation Teacher of the Year 
Michelle Burress.

The Teacher of the Year award 
is an annual award recognizing 
an outstanding teacher from the 
Plainfield Community School 
Corporation.

“When I found out that I had been 
chosen for this year’s Teacher of 
the Year, I was really surprised and 
shocked because there are tons of 
great teachers in this corporation. 
Any of the other teachers that were 
nominated could have been Teacher 
of the Year, so I was very humbled 
to have been chosen,” said Burress. 

High School Principal Mel Siefert 
was also very excited to hear that a 
teacher from his school had won this 
award. “I think that it is outstanding 
that a teacher from Plainfield High School was chosen for this year’s 
Teacher of the Year. It is a well-deserved accomplishment for Michelle,” 
said Siefert. “Michelle has a very engaging quality to her teaching. 
Students also enjoy going to her classes every day and if you are in an 
environment where you want to be there and people are engaged and 
involved, you can’t help but have success.” 

Burress said her students inspire her every day to be a better person. 
They help her realize how important it is to be present in every moment 
and to make every day count.

“I believe that my classroom affects high school experiences in a 
positive way so students can have a safe place to come and be themselves 
and get help, advice, encouragement, or even snacks,” said Burress. “Just 
whatever they need to make if through the rough years of high school.”

Fellow English teacher Carrie Farris said, “Since we have become 
close friends within the last five years, as well as working together in 
publications, I have grown to respect and love her more for her dedication 

to her students and colleagues,” said Farris. “Shelley cares about the 
whole student, not just the academic one. She makes all of her students 
feel important and valued and loved. I will remain in awe of her for that.” 

Farris added, “Even before she and I became close friends, I admired 
what a fantastic teacher she was. 
She puts ALL OF HER ENERGY 
into her students, as if they were her 
own children. She has empathy and 
compassion and genuine concern 
about her students being successful 
– and not just in the classroom.”

After being named PHS Teacher 
of the Year, Burress was up for 
consideration for PCSC Teacher of 
the year against an elementary school 
teacher and a middle school teacher. 
“I had to make a portfolio, and had 
to pull out things that were evidence 
of things that I had accomplished in 
the classroom and things that I have 
done outside of the classroom. That 
was really easy for me because I 
have lots of stuff to showcase that 
students have done over the years. 

For the interview, I had to answer five questions in front of a panel of 12 
people selected to choose the 2017 Teacher of the Year. The questions 
were education-related, and I wasn’t really nervous at all, I just spoke 
from the heart and tried to give examples and be specific and detailed. I 
also let the panel know how much teaching meant to me and how much 
I love my job.”

In July, Burress submitted her portfolio to the Indiana Department of 
Education to be considered for the Indiana State Teacher of the Year 
award. “It was a pretty intense process,” she explained. “I had to write 
several essays about thought-provoking topics. It was almost like 
summer homework.” 

She added, “It has been an exciting and interesting adventure. I am so 
grateful for the support I have gotten from many people, as well as the 
help from Sabrina Kapp at the Superintendant’s Office, former TOYs 
Susan Ament and Jonelle Heaton and Carrie Farris and my husband 
Scott Burress for all of their proofreading. It is truly an honor to be 
representing Plainfield.”

Story by Ashley Davis

“I am the co-editor in chief 
of the yearbook with Anna 
Baize for this school year and 
I have been in publications 
for three years. Mrs. Burress 
has been by my side through 
most of my high school 
career. She is an amazing 
person and deserves this more than anybody I 
know. She is not only a teacher, but she is also a 
mentor and an idol for all of publications. We all 
look up to her and she helps us with not only our 
school work, but anything that is troubling us. I am 
thankful for that because not many teachers can 
do that and have that special connection with their 
students.” 

Jade Stone, 12

“She is just so 
relatable. I feel like 
she would be me 
if I was her age. 
She just fits the 
job of a teacher 
so well; she can 
also relate to pretty 

much anybody. Mrs. Burress is such a 
real person. I love that she has so many 
different personalities and we get a little bit 
of each one every day. My favorite thing 
about Mrs. Burress is that she is so sassy. 
She is definitely me.”

Emily Muller, 11

“Mrs. Burress is just a 
really casual teacher. 
She jokes around with 
her students a lot and 
there are a lot of ongoing 
jokes. She is just a pretty 
chill teacher and is pretty 
awesome. Mrs. Burress 

deserves this award because she is really 
good at teaching and when she jokes around, 
you’re still learning. My favorite memory from 
her journalism class was when we watched 
Newsies and it [was] really good.” 

Kyle Griffin, 10

Photo courtesy of Sabrina Kapp

Photo courtesy of Sabrina Kapp, PCSC
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1. Ben Newson, 10
“I drew a lot of monsters because that’s what I like. 
I like monsters because I think they are really neat 
and creative. They’re pretty spooky. My favorite part 
about art class was having an excuse to draw any-
thing I want.”

2. Sydney Jackman, 10
“I went home, saw an orange on the counter, and 
wanted to do fruit [as a theme].  [In this art class] 
I am looking to perfect my drawing skills.  [My best 
experience in a past art class was] sculpting. It was 
very hands-on.”

4. Joey Copeland, 11
“My favorite thing about art class is that it is kind of 
therapuetic and it just lets me be able to create what-
ever I want to. [I am inspired to to create art by] all 
sorts of mediums and abstract things. I just like mak-
ing art that is thought-provoking. I see art in my future 
as my main hobby and career”

3. Hannah Friddle, 10
“I would describe my artwork as very colorful, and I 
incorporated animals into my theme because I love 
animals. I think that there should always be some 
type of your personality in your artwork and it should 
always be incorporated into who you are.”

Photos and inteviews by Thomas Hoskins III
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that irritates everyone. Don’t be like the eighth graders, act like a 
freshman.”

Many television shows depict high school as a scary place where 
underclassmen get bullied by the upperclassmen -- and many students 
actually believe this interpretation of it, until they are finally in the high 
school themselves. 

Junior Dalton Pickerson felt that 
freshmen were afraid about coming 
to high school because it’s “just not 
knowing what it is actually like they 
only hear the myths about it and they 
don’t actually know what it’s like they 
can only go by what they hear.” 

He added, “Academics [are] most 
definitely [the hardest thing] the classes 
and all the studying that is required 
and all the tests you have to pass. I 
think all of it is just overwhelming [to 
freshmen.]”

Because it was pretty intense at first, 
Pickerson said that if he could redo one 

thing in high school, it would would be to redo freshman year because 
he wishes he would have tried harder in his classes. So his advice for 
incoming freshmen was to be prepared -- not for for bullies or getting 
lost, but for harder academic classes.

Story by Katelyn Stewart and Gaten Hardwick
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Upperclassmen ease high school worries for incoming freshmen 
Tougher classes. Getting lost. Scary seniors. Homework overload. 

Figuring out future plans. All are fears incoming freshmen face as 
they enter high school in August. However, all these myths about high 
school can easily be busted the experienced upperclassmen. 

Although high school can be scary and a bit overwhelming at times, 
it’s not as bad as it is portrayed. For senior Caitlyn Hoffman all of 
these fears were seemed realistic -- but 
they turned out to be myths. “I expected 
the older kids to be meaner,” she said. 
“I think part of it is I was in band and 
I have been talking to some of these 
kids for about a month before school 
had started. I always heard the myth 
about upperclassmen being really mean 
but most the people I hung out and met 
were nicer.”

Though high school was not what 
Hoffman expected, she found herself 
worried with more realistic life 
situations rather than scary seniors 
myths. “My freshman year was just all band and trying not to die with 
all my classes and trying to balance my schedule with band and my 
practices with my school work,” said Hoffman. 

She explained that one of the biggest differences between middle 
school and high school was that grades mattered more in high school. 
“High school is definitely much better; it is a little more stressful 
because everything actually matters, but it’s a lot more fun,” she said. 
“Middle school is kind of awkward and it’s the in-between stage where 
no one really knows anything about high school.

Hoffman said she believed so many incoming freshman were scared 
of high school because of the size of the school, but she personally 
believed it was actually easier to navigate. Hoffman’s one piece of 
advice to this year’s freshman was: “Don’t be the annoying freshman 

Audrey Kline, 10

A: “For me, the best part about high school is getting to know 
the seniors and all the upper classmen because they just 
take you under their wing and make high school fun. 
Whenever I was in lower grades, you don’t really talk to 
the upper class. Once you get to high school, you are 
just kind of thrown in there with them in every class so 
there is a lot more freedom than there was in younger 
grades. Now that you’re in high school they see you’re not 
as immature.”

QS August 2016

Q: What’s the best part about high school?

POWDERPUFF

FLOAT BUILDING

FRESHMAN YEAR PLAYBOOK 
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    “My advice is to the incoming freshmen is to make the most of your freshman year. 
You’ll get out of it what you put into it. Make sure you get involved in at least one 
extracurricular activity, and make sure you enjoy it. PHS offers a ton of clubs and sports 
you can join. You’ll make new friends that have similar interests to you, and colleges 
look for well-rounded students who participate in these activities. Don’t worry about the 

upperclassmen when you join a new club. I was super nervous when I 
joined yearbook, but they were all very nice and I learned a lot from 
them. 
     Also, the classes are harder. Make sure you don’t get behind 
on your work. Time management is key. I had a hard time with 

that this year, I would always put my projects off until the last 
possible moment. If you stay on top of things you’ll feel less 

stressed and spend less time on your homework each 
night. I recommend getting into the habit of writing every 
single assignment down. I used a paper planner I 
bought, but a lot of my friends used the       sticky-note 

app on their devices. When you write down everything 
you have going on (meetings for clubs, homework, work, 

tests, concerts, etc.) you’ll be able to manage your time more 
efficiently and stay on top of everything.
    Most of the homework I got this year was graded on 
completion. Don’t just write down random answers; when 

you actually do the homework you’ll get a better grade in the 
class because you understand the material better. If you have 
questions, make sure you ask the teacher to clarify. If you need 
to schedule time to meet with them, give them a few days’ notice. 
They have stuff they have to do too and they aren’t always 
available. That being said, all of my teachers were more than 
happy to help me if I didn’t understand the concept.  
    Learn as much as you can. Make new friends. Give your 

classes your best effort. And enjoy it, it’ll go by really fast.” 

Ashley Stout, 10

Michelle Moscoloni, English
Stephanie Eldridge, English

Freshman Class Sponsors:

Grace Mathews, Ellory Smith, 
Rachel Law, Samantha Hayden

PEP SESSION

CLEANING UP RED PRIDE DRIVE

A: “This year, we are getting new devices and they 
are supposed to be better than last year’s devices. 
There are a lot of sites you can use for school work, like 
Schoology for assignments and PowerSchool to check 
your grades. Having a laptop to use is a lot better for 

taking notes because you can type them 
instead of having to write everything 
down. Each teacher has his or her own 
methods for using the devices and each 

teacher will tell you what their rules and 
expectations are for the devices. It’s 
easy to email your teachers with 
questions about assignments. If you 
run into problems, tech support in 
the Media Center or F101 is very 
helpful.” 

Emily Gist , 12

Q: I am really worred about 
the devices; what do I need to 
know about them?

Freshman Class Officers:

Q: Is it going to be hard to 
balance all my classes?

A: “As long as you manage your time wisely and get 
your homework done on time and you focus all of your 
other time in your after school activities, then I think 
you’ll be good. It’s not that hard -- I mean sometimes 
it is if you’re involved in like a lot of things -- but as 

long as you manage your time wisely. I think 
it’s all about time management, there are 

some nights I’m up really late finishing 
up homework or studying for tests so 

there will be some  nights you’ll be up 
really late but that’s a given. Don’t be 
scared of high school, high school 
is a lot of fun and just try and do as 
much as you can cause your only 
here for a small amount of time once 
you leave you’ll miss all of it.”

Mason Burress, 10



Elizabeth Robinson, 11
“We spend nine hours a day at 
band camp. We do visual block, 
which is where we learn how to 
march and musical block, which 
is where we learn the music and 

we get used to memorizing it. 
It’s beneficial because we get 

acquainted with 
everyone and 
we learn how 
to march and 

where to go and 
what to do. I 

know our band 
director is really 
excited about 
this year and 
there are a lot 

of cool new kids 
coming in. My 

parents did band 
in middle school 
and high school 

and then my 
brother chose 

band, so I kind of 
just followed that 
path. In camp, 
we are working 
all the time and 
we get lots of 

breaks. ”

Anna Baize, 
12 

“Band camp is a 
time when the group 

grows closer because 
we are together for 
nine hours a day 

for two weeks. You 
don’t appreciate the 
benefits until later in 
the season, because 

camp is more of a 
learning time. Putting 

on a seven-minute 
show with over 100 

people is a very 
lengthy task. Making 

sure everyone is in the correct spot and knows the notes they are 
supposed to be playing is the major focus during camp. When 

school starts, practices are a bit shorter, so the time spent over the 
summer is very important to ensure that we have a good start to the 
season. The biggest challenge I face is staying focused. There are 
so many other things going on while you practice and perform that 
you really have to pay attention and not get distracted by things on 

the other side of the field.”

Kathryn Snyder, 12 
“Camp is more of like a 

practice and the competitions 
are the result of that. Our 
show this year is pretty 

awesome and I also have a 
solo for marching band, so I 
am basically starting out the 

show.” 

10   Photo Story

March to the finish
A look into what band camp is all about

Allee Flanigan, 12
“Going into my senior year, I 
feel an accumulation and an 
array of feelings. Marching 
band has been like a roller 

coaster of emotions, from the 
hours of practice to the all-day 
band competitions all over the 

state. Think of it as the long and 
grueling up-hill slope that never 
ends. But, there is nothing like 

performing for a live crowd, 
along with 140 of your family 

members.”QS August 2016

Cameron Wood, 
11 

“Band camp gives 
new people that are 
coming in instruction 

and give them the 
skills necessary to 

march and play right, 
as well as get use to 

their instrument 
is building 

relationships with 
everyone, especially 
the new people. We 

get to the point where 
we can do some 
show music and 

marching, and by the 
end, we have made 
connections and we 
are that much closer 

to being a family.” 

Grant Bailey, 12 
“The purpose of band camp is to gain 

endurance because for drumline, we have 
to carry heavy drums and march. This 

helps the incoming freshmen learn how 
to march and what to do. It also gets us 

prepared for the upcoming season. 
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11   Sports

HEAD STARTS COUNT
ATHLETES BEGIN PRACTICES,

TRAINING THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER

QS August 2016

Athletes make gains with early 
start for upcoming season

The past several years -- maybe even decades -- teams have started moving 
forward from practicing just during the season to practicing almost year-round in 
order to compete against their opponents. The early start allows team members to 
make strides in their times, work on their plays and develope team camaraderie. 

“Practicing year-round means we (the team and I) are trying to get better,” senior 
Tyler West. “I play tennis and basketball, so there is always something new.”

For some players, summer almost comes too quickly. “I get burnt out all the 
time” said sophomore Megan Galatte. “I mostly get burnt out due to all of the 
conditioning over summer. The worst parts of conditioning are the suicides and 
running drills.” 

During the summer, each individual sport is offered a time slot in the workout 
room. This allows for student athletes to stay active in strength training with the 
advisory of a weight instructor. A bonus on top of just the weightlifting aspect is 
that the school fieldhouse is open to athletes during designated times for speed 
and agility training offered by the coaches and Randy Vanderbush, school 
weight and conditioning coach. Practicing over the summer and continuing the 
conditioning during the off-season allows the individual to maintain or enhance 
their performance.

Gallate added, “Even though it may burn you out, it is definitely worth it. 
“Conditioning makes me a better player and it prepares me for the next year. If I 
want to keep playing next year, then I need to keep up with conditioning.”

Story by Maura Adams

Elaina Lewis, 10 (volleyball) - “I don’t take APC, so summer training gets me ready for the 
season. It’s good for us as a team because we all train together. It gives me motivation to 
work out to prepare myself and bond with the team before the season.”

Darin Weiss, 12 (soccer) - “Summer training is very beneficial. For me, it’s a chance to work on 
the basics. It gives me a chance to practice with those who I will be playing with and allows 
me to learn from others. There are others who are better than me and watching them helps 
me understand what I should be doing on the field.”

Dominic Restivo, 12 (cross country) - “I think summer training is beneficial because the 
competition season starts in the first few weeks of school. To be fit enough to compete early 
on, you must train over the summer. As a distance runner, it takes time to get the fitness 
needed to race, and therefore, summer training is necessary. For most cross athletes, it lets 
us keep some of our fitness from track to cross.”

Maria Norton, 11 (cheer) - “I think cheer over the summer is very beneficial. It gives you more 
time to work on stunts or tumbling to get more prepared for the season. It also gives you more 
time to see how your team works together.”

IN MID-STRIDE 
junior Dara Smith 
runs to the finish 
line. “For cross 
country, we start 
practicing on 
June 6 and go 
until the end of 
the season. It is 
not required, but 
it is encouraged. 
I run basically 
year round for 
cross country and 
for track. I like 
summer workouts 
because they help 
us get back into 
shape after our 
break,” said Smith. 
“I do not really 
get burnt out. The 
coaches have a 
certain program 
for us so that we 
do not necessarily 
get [exhausted]. We 
do get Sundays off, which is nice.” Smith explained that running 
with her friends and people she liked to be around helped pull her 
though the season.

Photo by Anna Baize



12   Athlete of the Month

QS August 2016

“Dante is -- without question -- one 
of the players on our 2016 team that 

we expect to have a monster year. His 
ability to make big plays offensively, 
return kicks and perhaps even play 
a role defensively will be critical for 
us to reach our team goals. Dante 

has come a long [way] physically and 
we’re hoping that in his final season as 
a player in this program, he will make 
that final leap mentally to becoming 
the player that can (and should) take 

over games.”
Brian Woodard, coach

“Dante works hard and puts in great effort time 
and time again. He is always a great teammate, 

putting the team first and doing whatever it takes 
for the team to succeed. After knowing Dante for 
a while, I have come to learn that he is a fantastic 
athlete, student, and person. He not only does a 
great job on the field or on the track, but he also 

does a great job in the classroom. 
Dante is definitely deserving of the 
PHS Athlete of the Month award.”

Payton Mead, 12, teammate

“Football has impacted me by 
making me more outgoing and 
teaching me how to have fun. In 
football you have no choice but to 
be around a ton of people. You have 
to learn how to interact and play 
with these people. I’ve been playing 
football since 2nd grade and I’ve 
never not had fun doing it. It keeps 
me and my family busy. I get to be 
with my best friends playing the sport 
we all love and I get to learn new 
things from a wonderful coaching 
staff. I thank all of those people 
for making football fun for me and 
making me better at the game that I 
love.”

Dante Keys, 12
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KEYS TO
SUCCESS
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KEYS

PRACTICE

“The support from my 
family and friends is the 
last thing that has helped 
me become a successful 
football player.  [I] wouldn’t 
be a good player without 
friends and family being 
there [and] supporting me 
every day.”

“Practice has made me 
a better player. You can 
have all the talent in the 
world, but if you don’t 
practice, you’ll just be 
average. I lift twice a 
week and practice on my 
positioning skills every 
week.”

COACHING
“Our Plainfield coaching 
staff has helped me 
become a better athlete. 
They push you and expect 
your best. They set up 
drills for me and give me 
advice to help me perfect 
those drills so I can use 
what I learned from the 
drills out on the field.” 

SUPPORT

Photo by Anna Baize
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QS August 2016
Interviews by Bre Bowling, Photo by Ashley Davis

Q: What is the Congress of Future Science 
and Technology?
A: “The congress is a three-day gathering of 
students who have been nominated by teachers 
or the organization that runs the congress, 
based on their grades and interests. They have 
famous speakers from the field, as well as 
young leaders and promising young scientists or 
technologists. As far as I know, it will be similar 
to a seminar, with different speakers each day, 
as well as activities relating to the field.”

Q: What is the Ransburg Scout Reservation 
Camp? What will you be doing there? 
A: “It is one of the largest Boy Scout summer 
camps in the Midwest and the troop that I lead 
is going to be camping there for just over a 
week. We do all sorts of things, depending on 
what each scout needs. The camp offers a lot 
of different merit badge courses, plus they own 
lots of land right near Lake Monroe, too. They 
have high adventure things, horses, motor 
boats, etc.”

Q: What do you want to do as a career?
A: “I have a lot of ideas for what I want to do 
as a career. As much as I like science and 
technology, I also really like music. If I ever got 
the opportunity, I think I would choose to do 
some sort of music full time, whether it be studio 
work as an engineer, or playing live shows. In 
case that doesn’t work out, I also would like to 
become a programmer. I love the idea of being 
able to make stuff, and both of those fill that 
requirement, plus it is good to have options.”

Q: Will these camps help prepare you for 
your future career?
A: “The boy scout camp probably won’t help 
me directly for either of these things, but I am 
using it to help me get to Eagle. I have been 
involved with the program for nearly ten years 
including my time as a cub scout, so I am really 
looking forward to making the final rank. The 
congress will probably help me more in regards 
to my academics. Their goal is to motivate us 
and teach us skills to get into the industry. They 
also say that attendance will make us be viewed 
more favorably on college admissions lists.” 

Q: Who influenced you to get involved with 
the camps?
A: “For the boy scout camp, I’ve been 
influenced for years by many different people. 
I’ve been involved with the troop for such a 
long time, and now that I’m a leader, it feels 
good to be able to play the role to younger 
scouts that my older friends played for me. For 
the congress, I was just nominated based on 
grades, though I have been influenced by a lot 
of my teachers and family to achieve the grades 
that got me the nomination.”

Q: What do you hope to learn from these 

camps?
A: “In Boston, I hope to learn more about the field of technology 
to help me decide what I want to do later in life. I hope to come 
closer to having a clear goal of what I will try to achieve. For the 
boy scout camp, I hope to learn leadership skills and how to 
deal with kids who need help. I will be the highest-ranking scout 
leader there and I’ll have to learn how to be in charge of a group 
like that.”

Q: Will you be attending any other camps like these in the 
future?
A: “I’ll probably be going back to Ransburg next year, as it’s an 
annual trip for us. I may also go to a few other scout-related 
camps such as Philmont or Sea Base in the future, but I’m not 
sure yet. Depending on how the camp in Boston goes, I may be 
interested in attending others like it, except, like I said earlier, 
nothing is sure yet.”

Q: What part of science excites you the most?
A: “The most exciting part of science for me is the aspect of 
discovering and/or building things. I always like it when I can do 
something myself and figure something out on my own. I think 
there’s no feeling like it in the world to know that you were able 
to make something happen that hadn’t happened before you 
thought of it.



14   Review   Level up:
QS staff test their limits in newest Ratchet and Clank game

You may also like...

Star Fox 
series

Skylanders 
series

Okami

Sly Cooper 
series

Image source: mcvuk.com, ironmanwristwatch.
deviantart.com, expertreviews.co.uk, 

everybodyplays.co.uk

Image source: independent.co.uk

QS August 2016

The very first video game was created by physicist William Higinbotham 
in October of 1958, according to aps.org. Since that fateful date, the medium 
has evolved and changed greatly -- though its purpose has remained constant:  
to entertain. Recognizing the entertainment value of the Ratchet and Clank 
movie that came out this summer, the Quaker Shaker staff decided to play the 
video game that was released a couple months prior to the movie debut.

The very first game in the Rachet and Clank series was developed in 2002 
by a company called Insomniac Games for the PlayStation 2. The Ratchet and 
Clank series now has 15 games total, including the one recently released in 
2016. The newest addition to the series is supposed to be a revitalization of the 
original game. With the way technology advances rapidly, players can now fully 
engage themselves in the world of R&C.

Ratchet and Clank is an action adventure game where the gamer plays as 
Ratchet, a creature called a Lombax, whose aspiration is to join the Galactic 
Rangers. The Galactic Rangers are a group of heroes who help protect the 
planets in their solar system from any incoming danger. Upon entering the 
game, it states that Ratchet works as a mechanic under his boss, Grim. He tries 
to sneak out in hopes of participating in the try-outs to join the Galactic Rangers 
-- but he is denied entrance by Captain Quark, who is the self-proclaimed leader 
of the rangers, because of his shady criminal record. Ratchet comes across Clank 
in a crashed spaceship near where Ratchet and Grim’s garage is located. Clank 
introduces himself as a defective warbot who has escaped from the headquarters 
of Drek Industries. He then explains that Drek is secretly creating a massive 
army. Clank reluctantly decides to team up with Ratchet to help stop him.

Players are given a choice of unique weapons throughout the game, such as 
Mr. Zurkon, who is a robot that attacks enemies alongside the player and the 
Groovitron, a disco ball that implodes once the current song is finished, which 
not only hurts enemies who are caught in the crossfire, but also prohibits all 
enemies from engaging in further attacks. The enemies are stunned by dancing 
along to the music being played by the Groovitron. 

A weapon recently added to the series is called the Pixelizer, which turns 
enemies from 3D models into a 2D pixillated version of itself. 

The unusual weapons that are involved are not the only interesting aspects 
about the game. Not only are the worlds beautifully designed, but the characters 
have been created amazingly as well. Each character has a personality unique to 
them. They all have a role to play and they all play it well. The way characters 
interact with each other can either make or break a game – in this case, it made 
it. Just because they have a job to do doesn’t mean that they can’t throw a few 
jokes and poke fun at the other characters from time to time. 

Although the game feels short and a little rushed, it is definitely an adventure 
that anyone can enjoy.

Review by Chase Cupples



passenger is, and the passenger 
doesn’t know 
who the driver is. 
There is potential 
danger on both of 
these sides. 

Another issue 
is the fact that 
passengers 
and drivers 
have contact 
information for 
each other, as 
texting or calling  
are the methods 
used to enable 
the transaction. 
Some say that 
this is a red flag 
because either 
person could 
use the phone 
number and/or 
the location of 
the pick up or 
drop off for future 
interactions.

A comparison 
for safety 
concerns can be 
related back to 
online dating or 
instant messaging 
apps. Setting up 
to meet with a 

person you have just met online and 
have been talking to for maybe only 
two weeks strikes caution in some 
people -- as it should. Uber is no 
different, in that caution should be the 
key word in any interaction.

With that in mind, users of Uber 
should take extra care in setting up 
rides. Do research and know what 
you are getting yourself into. Perhaps 
a taxi ride, a Greyhound bus or even 
a favor from a friend would be a 
better option than hopping into a car 
with a total stranger.

supposedly killed six people -- but still 
continued to pick 
up passengers 
in between the 
alleged murders.   

The biggest 
issue with Uber, 
according to 
totaldistortion.
net, is the “the 
lack of thorough 
background 
checks performed 
on prospective 
drivers.” 
Apparently, 
drivers’ criminal 
histories did 
not always 
surface when the 
company was 
looking into their 
pasts. 

An argument 
can be made 
that drivers 
are potentially 
dangerous 
because 
passengers are 
stepping into their 
vehicle with little 
to no knowledge 
about that 
person. But on 
the other hand, the driver is allowing 

a complete 
stranger to enter 
his or her vehicle 
-- with no history 
or background 
check on the 
passenger.   
Passengers 
simply request 
a ride via the 
app and state 
where the desired 
destination is. 
Drivers don’t 
know who the QS August 2016

SAY 
WHAT?

Interesting 
conversations 
heard around 

the school

Editorial   15 Uber fantastic ... or not 

People use different means of 
transportation to get from one place 
to another. They walk to work, drive 
to school and bike for to the store. 
But, for some, those means of travel 
are not always readily available. To 
fill that gap, ride sharing companies 
have popped up all over the country.

Uber is a rising service business 
that has a driver pick up a person 
from wherever they are and take 
them to the desired destination. One 
can sign up to be a driver for this 
company -- or a passenger. 

In many respects, Uber is just like 
any other taxi service; however, 
concerns about the safety of giving/
accepting rides from strangers 
has arisen, based on incidents in 
Michigan, in which an Uber driver 

Ride sharing services may be convenient, but not especially safe

OUR PERSPECTIVE:
Due to recent incidents involving 

Uber, we do not think it is necessarily 
the safest option when it comes to 

transportation.

“Did you mix up vampires and 
spiders again?”

“Shame on you for teaching me 

basic math.”

“If I use this stapler to staple various 

parts of your pants, would you be 

mad?”
“Someone was in a full-on clown 

suit.”

Student Perspectives
Do you think Uber is safe?
Brandon Commander, 12 
“I have not used Uber. 
I don’t believe there 
is much difference 
between Uber and 
an everyday taxi. I 

don’t believe they are 
considered unsafe.”

Lindsey Bowling, 11 
“I have not used Uber. I 
believe they can be safe 
for the right reasons. If 

you’re at a certain place 
where you don’t feel safe, 
you can always count on 
Uber. They could save 

people’s lives.”

“I have ridden twice. I 
think they are safe. The 
service offers a driver 
profile, so you at least 
know a little bit about 

your driver before they 
pick you up. ”

Mackenzie Winchester, 10

“I can’t say I have ever 
used Uber. I believe 
there is some risk in 
using Uber,because 
some people are evil 
and try to use Uber 
to hurt or kill people. 
Other than that they 
are relatively safe.”

Sam Craig, 10

POLL
Student

NOT SAFE:

68% SAFE: 32%
Source:  Student poll, 100 students, 5/24/16 by Chase Cupples



VINYL IS BACK -- 
AND WE HAVE IT!!!

Prices
start at

$1

CHECK US OUT!
* Six Strings Down

1019 E. Main St., Plainfield
* Trader Buck’s

190 Old Farm Road
Danville

* Gizmo’s Galleria
1012 E. Main St., Brownsburg

Specializing in vinyl albums and CDs

140 N. Perry Rd
Plainfield

(317) 838-9425
Coupon Special #1

Buy one lunch 
or dinner 
meal, get 

second lunch 
or dinner meal 

of equal or 
lesser value 
for 1/2 price
El Cerrito Coupon

PHS Quaker Shaker 
August issue 2016

Coupon Special #2

Buy three 
lunch or 

dinner meals 
and three 

drinks, third 
meal is 
FREE

El Cerrito Coupon
PHS Quaker Shaker 
August issue 2016

Coupon Special #3

Buy any 
meal + drink 

for lunch 
or dinner 
and get a 

FREE small 
cheese dip
El Cerrito Coupon

PHS Quaker Shaker 
August issue 2016

317-839-2368
www.plainfieldeyecare.com
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